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16 April 1947

FOR:  Assistant Director, Reports & Estimates
THROUGH: (Chief, Intelligence Staff, ORE
SUBJECT: Situation Reporte on Latin America

Lo de Ter a.miag poses, Situation Reports om Latin
Americs have been tentatively scheduled for production bsgimning in
Beptenber 1947. After study of this problem, howsver, the Chief of
8¢ Latin American Branch has advised the Projects Division that at
the present time and in the foreseeable future it will be impossible
to produce sven reasonably adequate Situation Reports on Lstin Amer-
ies, for the following ressons:

B+ A serious shortage of personnel sxperisnced or
d on thic area. In coxtrast to other areas gen-
#rally, very few Americans have lived or travelled in
Latin Anerica or studied this ares.

» in?'o hctiof aven ﬂ;:iuoat basic slements zf Li::;i.u-
rmation on practically every country inm !

m. This appears to be & con nes of both & gen-
sral lask of interest in the ares a r-oocanpaﬁon with
only rigidly restricted aspeots of the situation., Experi-
e discussion indicates that improvement in this
‘situation through activities in the participating depart-
maxts is unlikely in the near future.

- R« ¥nder these wmsuval circumstangss, umususl methods
appesar justified and necessary to emable (RE to produce Situation
Reports on Latin Awerica which will be worthy of CIG. Aiccordingly

- 4he following plan, which the Chief of the latin American Branch
fosls certeln will produce the desired results, is vecommended as
& 8IG projects ,

&+ Detail from CIG cne P-6 and ome P=3 to the US Em-
bassy in each of the feoll g countries for a periocd of
four months: Argentina, Brasi), Mexico, Chile. Their
nizsion, after careful ‘rhﬂ.u{.in ORE, will be to prepare,
from sources and materisl available locally, a Situation
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Report on sash of these countries, imeluding the ‘documsnta-
4ion upon which the Reports are based. The Reports and the
documntary material will be reviewsd and published upon
veturn of the persomnsl to Washington.

b, Bither concurrently with or subsequent to § above,
datal #rom CIG ane P-5 to the US Exbaesy in sach of the
following countries for four months, with similar missiom

Venesuela, Cubs, Bolivia, Colombia, Peru.

- g+ Baped upen‘ the sxperience of g and } shove, plan
subsequently the best method fer po&ing ituation Re~

 ports on the following lowsr-priority areas: Central
~ Amrios, Caribbesn area, Parsguay, Uruguay, Ecusdor, the

3

. The above plan would simultanscusly result in the following

benefits to OIG: |

rrent complote kmowledge of the countries and
would thus be eminently qualified as the CRE specialists
on these countiies. | o :

' je The personnel carefully umihdml&hqnfirnt—

. The dooumentary material which they prom-d would
‘ ORE with necessary file information whish appar-
sntly cannot be obtained in any other way. |

‘4. 016 would produse Situation Reports on this ares of
. plor ?suty which cannot be remotely approsched at
presynt or nt&avmmbgrwath’orma.

JES 8, m, R,
Chief, Projests Division
Imtalitgence Statt, GRE
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